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MARITIME TRANSPORT

1) Commission tests commitment concerning ship classification market
The European Commission has invited comments from interested parties on commitments offered by the International Association of Classification Societies (IACS) to meet concerns that it may have infringed Article 81 of the EC Treaty and of the EEA Agreement Article 53 , prohibiting restrictive business practices. The Commission's concerns relate to the ship classification market, in particular that IACS might have prevented classification societies which are not members of IACS from joining, from participation in IACS' technical working groups and from access to technical background documents. To address these concerns, IACS has proposed a series of commitments, including the establishment of qualitative membership criteria and guidance for their application, the possibility for non-IACS classification societies to participate in ICAS' working groups and full access to IACS' technical resolutions and related background documents. 

A summary of the proposed commitments has been published in the EU Official Journal ( OJ C 131 of 10 June 2009) and the full non-confidential version of the proposed commitments is available here. Interested parties can submit comments within one month from the date of publication. If the result of the market test is positive, the Commission intends to adopt a decision under Article 9(1) of Regulation 1/2003, making the commitments legally binding on IACS.

ROAD TRANSPORT

2) Council discusses draft directive on deployment of ITS in road transport
The Council took note of a progress report made by the Czech Presidency on the Commission’s proposal on the deployment of ITS in the field of road transport.
This progress report mentions in particular that although a majority of delegations share the general aim of this proposal to accelerate and coordinate the deployment and use of ITS applied to road transport, including the interfaces with other transport modes, Member States still express concerns on the:

1. Competence for the different priority areas proposed i.e. Community vs. Member States,

2. Scope of the comitology procedure and obligations resulting thereof,

3. Priorities of the different actions envisaged,

4. Impact of the draft Directive on already existing ITS and national policies,

5. Financial and administrative implications for the Member States.
The Council invited the competent bodies to pursue the examination of the proposal in order to reach a political agreement by the end of 2009.

RAIL TRANSPORT

3) Council reaches agreement on draft regulation concerning competitive freight
This week, the Council has reached a political agreement on the Commission’s proposal concerning a European rail network for competitive freight. The text agreed by ministers addresses the following topics: 
· Establishment of freight corridors: Member states will establish at the latest three years, or exceptionally five years, after the entry into force of the regulation initial freight corridors according to the list of principal routes set out in the annex of the draft regulation. In addition, member states not mentioned in the list will have to participate in the establishment of at least one corridor and, lastly, upon request from a member state, member states will have to participate in the establishment of a corridor or prolongation of existing corridor, in order to allow a neighbouring member state to fulfil the obligation to establish at least one corridor.

· Impact on passenger transport: In order to meet concerns of some member states on the possible negative impact that the capacity reservation for freight trains would have on the normal passenger transport, and at the same time to guarantee a priority for freight trains running on freight corridors, the text agreed maintains the specific measures regarding capacity allocation and simultaneously ensures that the need for capacity of other types of transport should be recognised.

· Authorised applicants: Compared to the Commission initial proposal, which established the right of applicants other than railway undertakings to request train paths for freight transport where the latter concern one or more sections of the freight corridor, the text agreed by ministers does not contains this provision. The possibility for applicants other than railway undertakings to request infrastructure for certain sections of trains paths will be possible if these paths are located in member states where national law accepts those requests.

On the basis of the political agreement, the Council will prepare its common position that will be forwarded to the European Parliament for second reading under the co-decision procedure.
4) TrioTRAIN interoperability project launched
The TrioTRAIN cluster of interoperability development projects was officially launched in Brussels on June 4.

TrioTRAIN, an acronym for Total Regulatory Acceptance for the Interoperable Network, is a cluster of projects (three hence TRIO) submitted under the 2nd Call of the 7th Framework Programme dealing with key railway interoperability issues. The main objective is to propose an innovative methodology – the virtual certification of new rail vehicles – to reduce the time-to-market process and the cost of certification.

TrioTRAIN will address three major technical issues for a rail vehicle certification, namely the vehicle dynamics (DynoTRAIN), the pantograph-catenary interaction (PantoTRAIN) and train aerodynamics (AeroTRAIN). TrioTRAIN projects aim also to close the “open points” in the TSI and inconstancies in the existing acceptance criteria by proposing a revision of these criteria.

Overall, there are 30 partners involved in the three TrioTRAIN projects under the coordination of UNIFE. The global budget of the three projects is € 13,23m and received an € 8m financial grant under the European Commission’s 7th Framework Programme  . 

AIR TRANSPORT

5) Council grants mandate to Commission to open negotiations with Georgia 
This week, the Council adopted a decision authorising the Commission to open negotiations with Georgia on a comprehensive air transport agreement.

The Commission requested this mandate in January 2009. The agreement aims at mutually opening the respective markets where air carriers can freely provide their services on the basis of commercial principles and to be able to compete on a fair and equal basis.

The agreement is in line with the Council conclusions adopted in 2005 on "Developing the agenda for the Community's external aviation policy" in which it welcomed the progress towards developing a wider European Common Aviation Area by 2010 incorporating EU neighbouring countries. In addition, the mandate adopted today is in line with the EU-Georgia Partnership and Cooperation Agreement and it follows the conclusions of the Extraordinary European Council, held in September 2008 (12594/2/08), to step up relations with Georgia and, inter alia, to create a free trade area as soon as the conditions are met.

6) TSESAR injects 1.9 billion euros into air traffic management (ATM) research 
This week, the SESAR Joint Undertaking signed agreements with 16 partners in the Air Traffic Management sector for a total amount of €1.9 billion (EC: €700 million, Eurocontrol: €700 million and €500 million from the members) over a period of seven years:

· air navigation service providers: DSNA (France), DFS (Germany), ENAV (Italy), NORACON (Northern Europe and Austria), AENA (Spain), and NATS (En Route) Limited (United Kingdom);

· ground and aerospace manufacturing industry: Frequentis, Indra, Natmig, SELEX Sistemi Integrati and Thales;

· aircraft manufacturers: Airbus and Alenia Aeronautica;

· airports: SEAC (a consortium of six airport operators: ADP, BAA, Fraport, Munich, Schipol & Unique), AENA and NORACON;

· airborne equipment manufacturers: Honeywell and Thales .
“In the context of a global recession, the financing and timely development of SESAR has become literally vital,” commented Antonio Tajani, Commission Vice-President in charge of transport. “Public-private funding kicks in to support ATM research & development at a time when global economic uncertainty is prompting businesses to manage their cash with extreme caution. On top of green and safety objectives, SESAR will also contribute to the viability of the entire sector, as it will cut air transport operating costs in the longer term.”
These contracts mark the beginning of the execution of the SESAR programme. Based on the Single European sky legislative package, the mission of the SESAR Joint Undertaking (SJU) is to ensure the modernisation of the European air traffic management system by coordinating and concentrating all relevant research and development efforts in Europe.

CUSTOMS AND TAXATION
7) EORI eLearning course
An eLearning course has been developed by the European Commission under the Customs 2013 Programme to help EU economic operators and customs officials implement the Economic Operators Registration and Identification number (EORI). The training has been prepared in collaboration with expert customs officials and is freely available for download. The course can be downloaded at the TAXUD website  
GENERAL MATTERS

8) Council adopts conclusions on the TEN-T Green Paper 
Yesterday, the Council adopted conclusions on the Commission Green Paper: Towards a better integrated trans-European transport network at the service of the common transport policy.

On the various structural options suggested in the Green Paper, the Council:

· Advocates maintaining the comprehensive network layer of the current TEN-T as a reference basis for a variety of legislation in the transport sector.

· Agrees that all current TEN-T priority projects should be an integral part of a coherent priority network which brings together infrastructure already completed or under construction and projects of common interest, and which is multi-modal, with due attention being given to nodes (ports, airports) and inter-modal connections (such as connections between rail, inland waterways, ports and airports).

· Emphasises that, in order to ensure optimal integration of transport infrastructure development and common transport policy, the coherent priority network needs to be complemented by measures in the fields of intelligent transport and traffic management systems, interoperability and technological innovation. Furthermore, common transport policy measures or objectives such as rail freight corridors, green corridors or functional airspace blocks should be catered for in the TEN-T. Also a reasonable degree of flexibility and openness is necessary, to allow transport infrastructure to be an appropriate basis to carry out current and future transport services;

The Council conclusions are available for consultation here
9) Outcomes of Council discussion on European satellite radio-nav programmes 
This week, the Council took note of the Presidency progress report on the draft regulation establishing structures for the management of the European satellite radio-navigation programmes.

The proposal is aimed at bringing the provisions of regulation 1942/2006, which established a Community agency called the European Global Navigation Satellite System Supervisory Authority, into line with those of regulation 683/2008, which defines the new framework for the public governance and financing of the Galileo and EGNOS programmes.

During the examination of the proposal by the working party, all delegations supported the objective of the proposal and recognised the need to address the inconsistencies between two regulations as soon as possible. However, this draft regulation raised some concerns that are related mainly to security matters. The work on this file will continue under the Swedish Presidency, focussing in particular on the following issues: mission and tasks of the security accreditation committee, voting rights of the Commission in the administrative board and the involvement of the European Parliament.

10) Third newsletter of KOMODA project now available
The project KOMODA is a European project under the Seventh Framework Programme and funded by the European Commission. KOMODA is focused on the development of an e-logistics platform tailored for co-modal transport. KOMODA has just reached its final step and issued this week its third newsletter.

KOMODA is in line with the recent findings emerging from the High Level Conference held in Brussels on 9-10 March 2009 to gather stakeholders' views on the main challenges and opportunities for the transport sector in the very long term (20 to 40 years). Indeed, the event remarks the importance of integrating the transport modes by using terminals and ITS to their full potential and by resolving the technical problem of rail interoperability in order to overcome the existing operational logistics bottlenecks. ITS, ICT, communication infrastructure to vehicles and infrastructure to infrastructure will be more and more important in the future of freight transport therefore a special attention should be given to new technologies.

The Third KOMODA newsletter is available for consultation here
11) Decisions on mergers & State aid
New rules on State aid to ship management companies

The European Commission provided this week new and detailed guidance on state aid granted to ship management companies. These rules complement the 2004 guidelines on state aid to maritime transport. Under the guidance adopted today, the tonnage tax may be applied to all ship managers, as long as they contribute to the development of the European maritime cluster and, more importantly, that they make a commitment to implement the Maritime Labour Convention 2006 ahead of its entry into force.

12) Brief News
Council adopts regulations on anti-dumping of hand pallet trucks and castings from China

This week, the Council adopted a regulation  extending the definitive anti-dumping duty imposed by regulation (EC) No 1174/2005 on imports of hand pallet trucks and their essential parts originating in China to imports of the same product consigned from Thailand, whether declared as originating in Thailand or not. The Council also adopted a regulation amending regulation (EC) No 1212/2005 imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of certain castings originating in China.
Council opinion on a new directive on driving licences

This week, the Council decided not to oppose the adoption by the Commission of a directive amending directive 2006/126/EC on driving licences. The amending directive is subject to the regulatory procedure with scrutiny, allowing the Council to oppose the adoption of legal acts by the Commission. Now that the Council has given its green light, the Commission may adopt the decision, unless the European Parliament objects.

The Swedish EU Council Presidency website is now open
Sweden is getting set to take over the Presidency of the Council of the EU which means that from 1 July until the end of the year, Sweden will lead the work of the EU Council. The Swedish Presidency's has now opened its official website where it will be possible to follow, in detail, the Swedish initiatives to take the European agenda forward. The website is available at the following link: www.se2009.eu

GINA online portal now available

The GINA (GNSS for Innovative road Applications) project website is now available on www.gina-project.eu. This website provides an open door for all European and international actors interested in the implementation of large scale RUC schemes and/or those who are collaboratively preparing for the adoption of GNSS solutions in the road sector. It features detailed information about the GINA project and its objectives; news highlights; general information about Road User Charging (RUC) and Value Added Services (VAS); project partners’ profile. Also coming soon in the weeks ahead, is the “RUC schemes” map, which will showcase current European road pricing initiatives.  
13) Forthcoming events
Green Week Conference 2009 – 23rd–26th – Charlemagne Building, Brussels

The conference turns the spotlight this year on the multi-faceted challenges of climate change: 

· What are the prospects for reaching a new global deal to control climate change at the crucial Copenhagen conference in December?

· How can we best 'climate-proof' our economies against the impacts of present and future climate change?

· How can we create a carbon-free society by 2050?

· How can we ensure action to address climate change best serves conservation of the ecosystems that support life on Earth?

Information and registration here
5th CEN-CENELEC Open Annual Meeting - 1 July - Madrid
Sustainable energy will be the topic of the 5th CEN-CENELEC Open Annual Meeting in Madrid on 1 July. The event will explore the ways that standardization can help promote best practice, support innovation and provide authorities and companies with the tools to improve energy efficiency. By adopting sustainable solutions, companies can gain a competitive edge and increase their market share, since consumers increasingly demand that goods and services be produced by companies with environmentally friendly policies.
For further information, the conference programme and registration details please go here
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